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CONTINUATION OF THE SERMON TO THE JEWS. 


First—Is the Messiah come? It appears to me that 
he is. In support of this, [ shall adduce, though | am 
but a child in knowledge, four scriptures, which | think 
are conclusive ; wiser men, I dare say, could bring a 
thousand. 

The first passage to which I shall refer you, you will 
find in the forty-ninth chapter of Genesis, where Jacob, 
blessing his sons, pronounces the following on Judah: 
«Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise ; 
thy hand shall be on the neck of thine enemies: thy 
fathers children shall bow down before thee. Judah 
is a lion’s whelp: from the prey, my son, thou art gone 
up: he stooped down, couched as a lion, and as anold 
lion; whoshall rouse himup? ‘The sceptre shall not 
depart from Judah, nor a law-giver from between his 
feet, until Shiloh come: and unto him shall the gather- 
ing of the people be.” Setting aside all the needless 
objections of your nation concerning the translation of 
these words, let us, for a moment, consider their im- 
pom for men of wisdom and learning, like you, know, 


that all objections of that sort are merely cavils, Al- 
29 
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lowing the Hebrew word, which we translate sceptre, 
io mean a rod, as you say, yet there is no doubt but it 
means a staff, or rod of power, not of affliction. This is 
— from what follows in the same sentence—* nor a 
aw-giver from between his feet ;” for you cannot deny 
but the word rendered law-giver, is properly translat- 
ed; so that if we leave out the word sceptre, the mean- 
ing will be plain enough, namely: that governing pow- 
er shall not depart from Judah till Shiloh come; but 
Judah governs no more—the sceptre is departed. I 
shall not attempt to prove the exact time when it did 
depart; you know much better than | can tell you— 
My arguments, that the sceptre is now departed, and 
all knowledge of regal, sacerdotal and tribal descent 
utterly lost. Eighteen hundred years, nearly, hath Je- 
rusalem been destroyed; nor is there a trace of sov- 
reignty remaining, or the hope of it possible. Are these 
things so, or are ‘they not? Have youa king, or have 
you rot 2. Where is your law-giver? Where is the 
knowledge of your tribes? I defy the most learned 
Jews to tell me which of you is of Judah, which of Levi, 
or to what tribe he himself belongs. But this you all 
know, that the sceptre is departed from Judah, and a 
law-giver from beneath his feet. ‘T’hen it follows, ei- 
ther that the unchanging God hath fled from his prom- 
ise, or that Shiloh iscome. You who know, that about 
the time when the sceptre departed, there appeared 
in the world, a certain man, which was afterwards cre- 
cified at Jerusalem; and, that about that time, many 
of your nation expected the Messiah; did they not ?— 
Let history, let your own writers be witnesses. But if 
you will not believe that Shiloh is come, W hy do you 
pretend to believe this promise, seeing, if he is not 
come, this promise cannot be true ? 

The next proof! shall allege, is a passage in the 
ninth chapter of Daniel: « Seventy weeks are deter- 
mined upon thy people, and upon thy holy city, to ca 
nish the transgression, and to make an end of sin 
to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring A. 
érlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and 
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prophecy, and to anoint the most holy. Know, there- 
fore, and understand, that from the going forth of the 
commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto 
the Messiah the Prince, shall be seven weeks, and three 
score and two weeks; the street shall be built again, 
and the wall, even in troublous times. And after three 
score and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, (do you 
hear that, O ye Jews!) Messiah shall be cut off, but 
not for himself; and tle people of the prince that shall 
come, shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and 
the end thereof shall be with a flood; and unto the 
end of the war, desolations are determined. And he 
shall confirm the covenant with many for one week; 
and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacri- 
fice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspread- 
ing of abominations he shall make it desolate, even 
until the consummation, and that determined, shall be 
poured upon the desolate.” You pay more respect to 
your Rabbies, and their sayings, than to God, and his 
law. One of them hath passed a bitter curse on any 
one that dares to calculate the time of the Messiah’s 
coming; he prays that his bowels may gush out. They 
are conscious that he is come, and wish by imprecations 
like this, to deter you from searching for the truth ; but 
this will not deter me. [I am too young and unlearned 
to enter into accurate computations; but I appeal to 
the most learned Jew, whether these seventy Jubilee 
weeks, or weeks of years, must not have long since ex- 
pired, and consequently, whether the Messiah must 
not have appeared, and been cut off, as history re- 
ports? Seventy weeks of years amount to four hun- 
dred and ninety years. The period cannot be ascer- 
tained, exactly, when those weeks commenced. Some 
fix one time, and some another. But that is immateri- 
al. Let this suffice: they are long since past. The 
text says, “Seventy weekgare determined to finish the 
transgression, to make an end of him, to make recon- 
ciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting right- 
eousness; and who can bring in an everlasting right- 
eousness, but an everlasting God. to seal up the vision 
and prophecy, and to anoint the most holy ?” 
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Most of you will agree, that Messiah, the Prince, is 
here intended; and if not, you must confess he is 
meant, when his name is mentioned in the subsequent 
verses: “ From the going forth of the commandment to 
restore and build Jerusalem, to the Messiah, the Prince, 
is seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks.” Your 
own masters, if they would, could calculate this time 
more exactly than | ean. However, let me ask your 
conscience, whether, about the’time when these sev- 
enty weeks drew toa conclusion, there was not a re- 
markable person who gave out that he was the Messi- 
ah; yea, whether many of your nation did not become 
his followers ; and whether your fathers did not cut off 
that person? As it is said, “the Messiah shall be cut 
off, but not for himself.” Also, whether he did not pro- 
nounce, at his death, “It is finished?” After this is done, 
“the people of the Prince that shall come, shall de- 
stroy the city.” Now youall know the city of Jerusa- 
lem is here meant; but you will observe the destruc- 
tion of it is not mentioned till after mention is made of 
Messiah’s being cut off. But who are the people of 
the Prince that shall come? Are they not the Ro- 
mans? Did they not destroy your city, and desolate 
your nations? “To the end of the war, desolations 
are determined.” ‘Thousands, yea tens of thousands of 
your countrymen, according to Josephus, perished in 
that bloody war; the country was made a desolation, 
and so it remains to this day. But you will observe 
that the Messiah was to be cut off, before the people 
of the Prince should come, and destroy your city. But 
Jerusalem is destroyed; therefore, Messiah is cut off. 
Why, O Jews, will you be blinded through unbelief ?— 
Why will you shut your eyes against the clear shining 
of truth? “First—Messiah must be cut off; and then, 
in Consequence of that, the Romans shall come and de- 
stroy your city. Is Jerusalgm destroyed, or is it not ? 
It is destroyed, and your people remain, to this day. 
scattered up and down upon the face of the earth.— 
God’s promises cannever fail. It is in vain, therefore. 
for you to say your sinfulness hinders their fulfilment 
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This is not a conditional promise, but it 1s positive :— 
+ Seventy weeks are determined; the Messiah sbali be 
cut off. When Israel was in Ezy pt, and the time came 
when God had promised to deliver them, their uawor- 
thiness did not make God unfaithful; for he brought 
them out the self-same night; and shall the sev enty 
weeks expire, and shall not the Messiah come? But it 
is said, “ He shall confirm the covenant for many for one 
week; that’is. seven years, and in the midst of the w eek 
he shall cause the sacrifice and oblation to cease.” 
That is, this Messiah, whoever he is, shall confirm the 
covenant of God with your fathers, concerning bimself, 
by many infallible miracles, as well as by his life and 
doctrines. “And inthe midst of the week,” that is, 
in about three years and a half after he begins his work 
of confirming his covenant, “he shall cause the sacri- 
fice and oblation to cease.” [suppose this means, that 
being cut off, not for himself, but as a sacrifice for the 
people ; ; he shall by that one offeaing of himself, ren- 
der his work perfect, and make all those sacrifices aud 
oblations of the ceremonial law ineffectual; for types 
are like scaffolding which is taken down when the 
building is completed. 

I remember, concerning that remarkable person who 
appeared about the time these seventy weeks were ex- 
pired, that he wrought many miracles, and constantly 
asserted he was the Messiah; yea, that he was cut off 
in about three years anda half after he had be gun 
preaching; that his death happened about the time of 
the evening sacrifice, some supposing that he groaned 
his last at the very moment the seventy weeks of Dan- 
icl were completed, as the angel spoke to him about 
the time of the evening oblation. 

The third passage | shall produce, you will findwrit- 
ten in the fifth chapter of Micah. “ But thou Bethle- 
hem Ephrata, though thou be little among the thou- 
sands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth un- 
to me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth 
have been from old, from ev erlasting. ” That the Mes- 
siah is here spoken of. and the place of his nativity point, 








ae 
- « e 
ponent. - 

pn RN aS 


— 
% ~ ~ 


ee 
. ae nen ee 


lle a 


oe a - 
Se te ee kee 
—=—=. ~~ 
— = eae” we 


230 


ed out, the Jews themselves acknowledge; for when 
Herod inquired where the Messiah should be born, the 

chief priests and scribes answered, in Bethlehem of Ju- 
dah, alleging this prophecy in proof. That this 
prophecy might be fulfilled, God caused Cesar to make 
a decree that the whole land should be registered ; 
for which purpose all were commanded to go to their 
own city. Joseph being of the family of David, went 
to Bethlehem, where Jesus was born, declaring by his 
enrolment, of what family he was, and likewise fulfil- 
ling the words of this prophecy. Whereis Bethlehem 
now ? From thence, according to your own teachers, 
Messiah is to come. But Bethlehem is destroyed ; 
therefore this prophecy cannot be fulfilled, or it is al- 
ready fulfilled; For“ out of thee shall he come forth 
unto me, that is to be ruler in Israel.” He shall go out 
from me; do the work which he hath undertaken 
and come to me again. “Therefore, will he give them 
up, until the timegthat she which travaileth, hath 
brought forth; then the remnant of liis brethren shall 
return unto the children of Israel.” 

I cannot tell how you may interpret this text; but I 
suppose it partly means that Israel shall be given up, 
till the fullness of the Gentiles shall come in. Then 
shall all Israel confess the Messiah, and be saved with 
everlasting salvation. 

When that glorious event will take place, God 
only knows; but I trust it is not far off. I think it is 
very near; and he alone who ruleth above, knows 
whether this day may not be the beginning of that glo- 
rious season; and whether the conversion of the Jews 
may not be the means of spreading the gospel from 
pole to pole. The last scripture from which I shall 
argue the point, is contained in the third chapter of 
Malachi: “ Behold, [ will send my messenger, and he 
shall prepare the way before me; and the Lord whom 
ye seek shall suddenly come to his temple, even the 
messenger of the covenant whom ye delight in. Be- 
hold, he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts.” To this 
[shall subjoin a passage in Haggai. “ And | will shake 
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all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come and 
| will fill this house with glory, saith the Lord of hosts. 
The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lord 
of hosts. The glory of this latter house shall be great- 
er than of the former saith the Lord of hosts.” 1 shall 
argue from both these passages at once. Now there is 
no Jew but will acknowledge that the second temple, 
built by Zerubabel, was so far inferiour to that of Sol- 
omon, that there was no. comparison between them; 
for though Herod beautified this second temple, and 
lavished vast sums upon it, yet it was not in Herod’s 

ower to make it like Solomon’s in glory—compared 
with that, it was contemptible. But God, for the com- 
fort of his people, here promises that its glory shall ex- 
ceed the glory of the former. “For the Lord whom 
ye seek shall suddenly come to his temple—even the 
desire, or desirable object of all nations.” And it is 
evident that the presence of the Messiah, God, inear- 
nate, was, according to this promise, to give it that su- 
periour glory. 

Now, O Jews! Your temple is destroyed, and you 
cau have no reasonable expectation of another. How 
then, can this promise be fulfilled ? How can the Mes- 
senger of the covenant come into that temple which is 
now destroyed? [ut it is evident, it was not to be de- 
stroyed till he had come intoit. As, therefore, it is de- 
stroyed, the messenger, the desire of all nations must 
have already come into it. It cannot be spoken of a 
third temple, for God confined the promise to the sec- 
ond. “TI will fill this house with glory ;” and again the 
glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the 
former.” 

O Jews! Do ye not believe ? Shall God promise and 
shall he not perform? Is he slack concerning his pro- 
mise? Will the God of truth amuse you with falsity ? 
By no means. All his promises shall be fulfilled, with- 
out the delay of a moment. Ifhe said the Messenger 
should come to his temple, depend upon it he is come, 
as the Lord hath said. May God Almighty enlighten 
you, that you may see the meaning of these seriptures. 
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It is evident, whoever the Messiah is, that he is come; 
and nothing but blindness and unbelief which have 
happened unto Israel, can engage them to look for an- 
other. All their hopes therefore, like the past, must 
end in contusion, till they return unto him from whom 
they have so greatly departed. But you will argue, 
that because of your sintulness, God has withheld his 
promise for a time. Was God ever wont to do so? 
When he promised you deliverance from Egypt, did 
he not deliver you the same night, as he had promis- 
ed? Did he not bring you forth with a mighty hand— 
lead you through the Red Sea, and overwhelm your 
pursuers in the mighty deep? Did he not lead you 
forty years through a waste howling wilderiess, and 
notwithstanding your rebellion, brought you into the 
promised land? If then, God hath been faithful in les- 
ser matters. shall he not keep his word concerning the 
Messiah ? Yes. he hath kept his word, and Messiah is 
come. But who isthe Messiah? This brings me to in- 
quice as | proposed, 

Secondly, wao the Messiah is. And this f shall do 
by investigating in whom ts versified all thet the proph- 
ets have told concerning him. To this end, I shall di- 
rect your attention to many passages in the book of 
God. Look into the twenty-second Psalm, and read 
the first verse. “My God! My God! Why hast thou 
forsaken me ?” These words are the language of proph- 
ecy, and seem to look forward to so: nething remarka- 
ble. ‘They were spoken by Jesus of Naz: areth, when 
he was in the agonies of death, and thousands of the 
Jews heard him. Read also the seventh and eighth 
verses of the same Psalm, “All they that see me, laugh 
me to scorn; they shoot out the lip; they shake the 
head, saying, he trusted on the Lord, that he would de- 
liver him: let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in 
him.” These words were also spoken by the multi- 
tude, in derision of that same person, while he hung on 
the cross. In the fourteenth verse it is said, “lam 

oured out like water, and all my bones are out of 
joint.” This seems to allude to the dreadful death of 
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erucifixion, which, by the extending of the body, and 
the sudden jerk it sustained when the cross was put 
down into the hole dug for that purpose, must some- 
times dislocate the limbs; and perhaps it was so with 
Jesus of Nazareth; but itis very remarkable concern- 
ing him, thata bone of him was not broken. Verse 
15th says: “ My strength is dried up like a potsherd, 
and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws, and thou hast 
brought me into the dust of death.” Whom can the 
Psalmest be seems of? there is something very strik- 
ing in the words. hoever he is speaking of seems to 
be a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. His 
sorrows seem like a burning heat, which dried up his 
strength, and caused a parching thirst. I recollect also 
another passage in the Psalms, which says: “ They 
gave me also gall for my meat, and in my thirst they 
ave me vinegar to drink.”—Psalm_txix. 21; xu. 10. 
s it not very surprising that all this should be fulfilled 
in Jesus of Nazareth? for they gave him vinegar to 
drink, mingled with gall—Matthew xxvu. 28. O ye 
Jews, is not this very remarkable? But let us read 
again a part of the 22d Psalm: “ For dogs have com- 
passed me; the assembly of the wicked have inclosed 
me.” O,my God, what do | see ?—*“ They pierced my 
hands and my feet.” Just so it was done to Jesus of Naz- 
ereth; and ofa truth, he was the Son of God: he is the 
Messiah that was to come. Hear, O Jews! hear the 
Psalmest speak: “They pierced my hands and m 
feet.” But who is pierced? “ They pierced me, sait 
themighty God of Jacob.”—Jeremiah x1.12,13. But Da- 
vid proceeds in his prophecy : “ They part my garments 
amongst them, and cast lots for my vesture.” O, my soul! 
who can resist the powerof truth? This.also was exact- 
ly fulfilled in Jesus of Nazareth. ‘The Roman soldiers 
took his garments, and made four parts, to every soldier 
a part; but, his coat being very curiously wrought, th 
said, let us not rent it, but cast lots for it, whose it. shal 
be, so they parted his raiment among them, and upon 
his vesture did they cast lots—John xix. 23,24. And 
you elsewhere rea of the person that betrayed:him: 
30 
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“ Yea, mive own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, who 
did eat of my bread, hath lift up his heel against me.” 
Psalm xu. 4; xv. 12—14. Now Judas eat with his 
master the very night in which he betrayed him, as you 
allknow; but from what motive did Judas betray his 
master? Why, hesold him for gain; and the very sum 
for which he was sold, is mentioned by one of your own 
prophets; as also what use should be afterwards made 
of the money. “And I said unto them, if ye think good, 
give me my price; and if not, forbear: so they weighi- 
ed for my price thirty pieces of silver. And the Lord 
said unto me, cast itunto the potter; a goodly price 
that I was priced at of them. And I took the thirty 
pieces of silver, and cast them to the potter, in the house 
of the Lord.” 

When Judas had sold his master for thirty pieces of 
silver, his conscience would not suffer him to keep 
them; he came, therefore, to the chief priests and el- 
ders, and confessing he had betrayed innocent blood. 
threw down the money into the temple. How excel- 
lently does this agree with the prophecy just quoted : 
“ And I took the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them 
to the potter in the house of the Lord,” that is the tem- 
ple; and the chief priests and sideth taking council. 
bought with them the potters’ field to bury strangers 
in.”—Matthew xxvir. 3—7. 

When Jesus of Nazareth was taken by wicked hands, 
his disciples all forsook him and fled. And this was 
predicted by the prophet Zechariah. « Awake, Osword, 
against my shepherd and against the man that is my fel- 
low, saith the Lord of Hosts: smite the ‘shepherd, and 
the sheep shall be scattered.”—Jeremiah xu 7. Read 
also in fsaiab:: “| gave my back to the smiters, and my 
cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: I hid not my 
face from shame and spitting.”—Isaiah L. & Not only 
was the back of Jesus scourged, as the Evangelist in- 
forms us. “but they spit in his face, and buffeted him, 
and smote him with the palms of their hands.”—Mat- 
thew xxvii. 67. His deat was foretold by the proph- 
et Daniel: “ Messiah shall be cut off’—Matthew tx. 26. 
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And the manner of his dissolution was prefigured by 
the brazen serpent, which Moses fixed on a pole.”— 
Numbers xxi. 9. : 

I shall beg leave to read part of the 53d chapter of 
Isaiah: “ For he shall grow up before himas a tender 
plant, and as a root out ofa dry ground ; he hath no form 
nor comeliness: and when we shall see him, there is no 
beauty, that we should desire him. He is despised 
and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted 
with grief; and we hid, as it were, our faces from him: 
he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely, he 
hath borne our griefs, aud carried our sorrows; yet we 
did esteem him, stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 
But he was wounded for our transgressions; he was 
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our 
peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are heal- 
ed. All we like sheep have gone astray ; we have turn- 
ed every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid 
upon him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and 
he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is 
brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep be- 
fore her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. 
He was taken from prison and from judgment ; and who 
shall declare his generation? For he was cut off out 
of the land of the living; for the transgression of my 
people was he stricken; and he made his grave with 
the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because 
he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his 
mouth.” 

According to the acknowledgement of one of your 
own teachers, this prophecy hampers you more than 
any other; and some of you have wished it had not 
been written, or that it were expunged from the writ- 
ings of the Old Testament. It is a rule among.some of 
you, that you must believe all your teachers. Many 
of them have attempted to explain this scripture ; and 
most of them have differed in their sentiments concern- 
ing it. Some have affirmed that it relates to David, 
some to Joshua, some to Zechariah, and others to Ze- 
rubbabel. But. agreeable to your own rule, you must 
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believe them all. Now one of them has explained it 
as referring to the Messiah. Why then doye not be- 
lieve him? And he has translated the words: “ Smit- 
ten of God, and afflicted.” God himself was smitten and 
humbled. But wise men, like you, will not be blind fol- 
Yewers of any man’s opinion, I ask you, therefore, of 
whom doth the Prophet here speak? You know, O 
Jews, that he spake of the Messiah, who was “ cut off” 
for your sins ; “ who made his grave with the wicked ;” 
was crucified between two thieves; “and with the rich 
in his death :” for he was buried in the grave of a rich 
man. O Jews, through this man, only, can you have 


hope of everlasting life. 
(To be concluded in the next number.) 


Remarks on the duty devolving upon Christians wn their vis 
its to the sick. 


“ To guide, persuade, to that celestial rest, 
Souls, which may listen with devotion’s ear, 
To Zion’s songs, enchanting from thy lips, 
And tidings sweet, of JeSus’ pardoning love.” 


I believe there never was any person who was ex- 
perimentally taught of God, but, in the hours of self-ex- 
amination, felt reproved for sins of omission. That sins 
of omission stands on the same list, and are recorded 
by the same hand, as actual transgression, is evident, 
from this question of our adorable Saviour: “ What do 
te more than others ?” If some duties were not faith- 
fully attended to, or wholly omitted, the result might be 
almost or quite as fatal as an actual transgression. If 
those who have received the grace: of God, are supine, 
or careless ; if they are neglectful of any duty which 
the gospel enjoins upon their high and holy profession, 
it may well be asked by a compassionate Saviour: 
“What do ye more than others? Why call ye me 
Lord, Lord, and do not the thirgs which Isay?” Per- 
\aps there is no sin of omission, taken in all its bear- 
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ings and tendencies, that has a more paralizing effect 
upon Christians, or creates more dangerous mistakes 
in the world, than the Christian’s neglect of faithful and 
monitory counsel to those who appear to be wholly un- 
concerned as they approach the gloomy confines of the 
grave. Do we not omit a positive duty, when provi- 
dence leads us to the chamber of sickness, if the time is 
wholly occupied in expressions of sympathy? Shall the 
dying friend hear only the sigh of regret for her suffer- 
ings, and observe only the tender licnele of watch- 
fui care? Alas! how often do we see the sweetest 
flower in nature’s garden, fade and die, without point- 
ing out to them the Rose of Sharon, and the Lily of the 
vallies, without informing them that “ Jesus’ name is.as 
ointment poured forth,” that there is no other power 
that can restore their health,no other hand that can lead. 
them safely through the dark valley of the shadow of 
death, or open the kingdom of Heaven for their admit- 
tance. Happy are they who have conscientiously dis- 
charged this solemn duty; many of them, I doubt not, 
have had the satisfaction of seeing some of their friends 
restored to health, and seen them presenting to the God 
of their life, their “ souls and bodies, as their reasona- 
ble service.” And what note can strike the ear more 
like the symphony of Heaven, than to hear one, in 
whose salvation we have been interested, say, for this 
privilege, under God, I am indebted to you. Through 
your instrumentality, by the grace of God, I have join- 
ed the church militant, and humbly hope the same free 
sovereign unmerited grace will lead me to the church 
triumphant: before you admonished me, the world had 
all my heart; and the severity of my illness was not so 
dreadful to me as seclusion from my gay associates.— 
Now, the world, society, and my heart, seem to have 
undergone a complete revolution. 


1 send the joys of earth away ; 
Away, ye tempters of the mind, 

False as the smooth deceitful sea, 
And empty as the whistling wind 
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Your sireams were floating me along, 
Down to the gulph of black despair ; 

And while | listened to your song, 

Your streams had e’en conveyed me there. 


Lord, I adore thy matchless grace, 
That warn’d me of that dark abyss ; 
That drew me from those treach’ rous seas, 
And bid me seek superiour bliss.” 


Or if our humble efforts should not be blessed, if the 
dear sufferer should be called to resign her immortal 
spirit, without giving any evidence of the least good ef- 
fect from our conversation, we know that it is not 
our province to convert; that is God’s prerogative.— 
We Coa done all our duty, as it respects her, in “ com- 
mending her to God, and the word of his grace.” On 
the other hand, when hope of recovery is lost, and the 
grave is opening to receive the penitent, the dying 
friend, if faith’s strong eye is directed to look forward 
to the opening gate of Heaven, and see the angel, who 
is coming to “ minister to those who shall be heirs of 
salvation ;” with what sacred joy shall we trace their 
flight, “ their upward flight to Heaven.” There are few 
situations in which we can be placed, that are more in- 
teresting, or more affecting, than that of visiting a friend 
or relative, apparently under the arrest of death, but 
entirely unconscious of it. ‘To Catherine, the prospect 
oflife was opening, with pleasing views, when she was 
seized with a fever of the most threatening kind. I 
knew she had made this world the theatre of her hap- 
piness, and the boundary of herhope. It is impossible 
to describe my feelings when I was convinced she was 
dying, without hope. without an interest in the dear Re- 
deemer; and that none of her friends could find reso- 
lution enough to inform her of her danger. 

I determined, if my life was spared, to see and con- 
verse with her the next morning. Divine providence 
favoured my design; and being some time alone with 
her, | felt it my duty to speak to her of the things that 
belonged to her everlasting peace. I remarked upon 
the quick transition from health to sickness, and how 






















239 


ofien it was verified, that “In the midst of life we are 
in death.” She looked serious, but totally unconcern- 
ed, and seemed to wonder at the solemnity of my con- 
versation. 

Catherine, said I, itis the highest wisdom to be pre- 
pared for allevents. Have you, my dear girl, ever be- 
stowed a thought upon death, judgment and eternity? 
if you never have, try to realize now the words of our 
heavenly Father: “ O,that my people were wise, that 
they would consider their latter end.” [| must now leave 
you: make these subjects familiar; thinking of death 
is not dying; and preparing for eternity is truly living. 
Belieye me, to prepare to meet our God, is to act con- 
sistent with those rational powers and faculties he has 
bestowed upon us as accountable creatures. We ought, 
iy dear girl, to consider well our base twgratitude to 
Goa, our unmindtulness of him, our sins of omission and 
comission, how many, many days, weeks and years 
have we wholly neglected him, and never said to our- 
selves, what have we done? O call upon the Lord “ to- 
day, while it is called to-day, if you will hear his voice ;” 
he is a merciful Saviour, and “near to all that truly 

callupon him.” My mind was greatly relieved, and 
adored that boundless mercy that gave me this inter- 
view. Notall the world calls good can yield the satis- 
faction in any degree com arable to what we feel in 
the discharge of duty. was eyes to the blind, and 
feet was [ to the lame. 1 was a father tothe poor; and 
the cause which | knew not, I searched out,” said the 
sufferer of Uzz; “ and when the ear heared me, it bless- 
ed me.” O how often has the weakest instruments been 
blessed in their attempt to point their fellow-travellers 
to Jesus, the mediator of the new covenant. 

On my next visit, [ found her thoughtful, and willing 
to converse; but an almost incessant and distressing 
cough prevented ; she «lesired me to converse, and God, 
who i is rich in merey, blessed the interview ; ok I trust, 
manifested himself to her, as a reconciled God and Fa- 
ther. If] fully understood her, she could say: 
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** Jesus, thy blood and righteousness, 
My glory is—my wedding dress— 
Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed, 
With joy shall I lift up my head.” 


1 had-only one opportunity of seeing her after this, 
and'found her in a sweet frame of mind; her will whol- 
ly absorbed in the divine will; she could truly and em- 
phatically say, “ Thy will be done.” 

‘Of the thousands, who say, “ Thy will be done,” 
alas! ‘how few are satisfied, when the divine will is ac- 
‘complished. But the Christian knows, that be who 
reigneth in the heavens, and ruleth among the inhabit- 
atits-of the earth, “ doeth all things well; that be is ho- 
‘Ty in allhis ways, and righteous in all his works.”— 

oon the solemn mandate came, and soon she obeyed 
‘the summons; and I think I never felt, more impres- 
sively, those charming lines, upon the death of a Chris- 
tian: 


‘Ah! lovely appearance of death, 
No sight upon earth is so fair : 

Not all the gay pageants on earth 
Can with a dead body compare.”’ 


This is the Christian’s triumph: to look unto Jesus, 
the author and finisher of our faith,in whom we have 
redemption; to behold a reconciled God and Father 
in him, before whom we must stand in judgment. Her 
last expiring pang, | doubt not, was lost in the over- 
whelming glories of eternity; and could she have ad- 
‘dressed us from the paradise of God, she would proba- 
bly have spoken the language of the inspired Doctor 
Watts: 


*‘ Then whilst you hear my heart-strings break, 
How sweet my moments roll : 

A mortal paleness on my cheek, 
But glory in my soul.” 


‘The sacred duties of our holy religion always holds 
a balance of good for the real Christian. Never was a 
soul truly devoted to God, and obedient to his sacred 
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commands, but could say, with the royal penitent, “1! 
have more delight in thy commandments, than in all 
manner of riches. Great peace have they who love thy 
law, and nothing shall offend them.” If we wish to be 
happy in death, we must “adorn the doctrine of God, 
our Saviour, in all things ;” our lives must be useful ; 
we must glorify him in our souls and bodies ; always re- 
membering, that “ without holiness, no man shall see 
the Lord.”—Edittor. 


Address delivered by Deacon Harrison, at the anniversary of 
the Caldwell Society, ia the Report had been read, and 


ats acceptance seconde 


Although our numbers are small, our means scanty, 
and our sphere of action limited, yet we have no reason 
to be discouraged. The object we have in view, is a 
great and glorious one; itis no less than the emancipa- 
tion and restoration of the scattered nations of the Jews. 
A people. equal in numbers to that of the American na- 
tion—a people, once the favoured of heaven; but who 
for these eighteen hundred years have been scattered 
to the four winds of heaven, a proverb and a by-word, 
a hissing among all nations, that ancient prophecy 
concerning them might be fulfilled. We need not be 
discouraged because more has not been effected in the 
course of the last year. This society is only a small 
branch of a large tree that is filling all christendom. 
The object in view is one of almost infinite magnitude. 
Thousands of years has it been predicted in scripture, 
and millions of prayers have heen offered up to Al- 
mighty God for its accomplishment. Kings and proph- 
ets have waited with anxiety to see its accomplishment, 
but have died without the sight; but the signs of the 
times warrant us to use the words of the apostle—the 
night is far spent, the day is at hand. Bible societies, 
Missionary societies, Education societies, and Jew so- 
cieties, which are filling the Christian horizon like so 
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many morning stars, proclaim the approach of the glo- 
rious Sun of righteousness, which is to fill the whole 
world with the knowledge of God, as the waters cover 
the sea; yet still, it may be a work of ages. The 
prince of the powers of darkness must be conquered, 
and driven from his dominion in the hearts of his sub- 
jects, by the approach of the King of Zion. Deep root- 
ed prejudices in the hearts of the Jews against christ- 
ianity, must be overcome by the benign and heavenly 
influences of the gospel. The Bible must be distribut- 
ed among them, perhaps, to be several times destroy- 
ed. Missionaries must be educated and sent amongst 
them, to enforce its heavenly truths; and Jesus of Naz- 
areth whom their fathers crucified, must be proved the 
true Messiah. 

These are some of the out-lines of the objects the 
parent society has inview. We should not be discour- 
aged because of opposition. No cause was ever yet 
so good as not to be opposed. He that is higher than 
the heavens is on their side, for the Lord’s portion is 
his people. Jacob is the lot of his inheritance, and he 
will gather the out-casts of Israel. The sure word of 
prophecy must be fulfilled; for thus saith the Lord— 
Behold [ will take the children of Israel from among 
the heathen, whither they be gone, and will gather 
them on every side, and bring them into their own 
land, and they shall dwell in the land that I have given 
unto Jacob, my servant; even they, and their children, 
and their children’s children for ever; and my servant 
David shall be their prince for ever. 

We live in a period, of which every year discloses 
events which portend some mighty revolution in the 
moral world. A glorious day seems to be iast approach- 
ing; and Christians, no doubt, are to be honoured in- 
struments, under God, in accomplishing his designs.— 
Let me for a moment, ask, why is God’s providence so 
conspicuous to us? Why do we partake of the rich 
blessings of the gospel, which by covenant belonged to 
the Jews? Why are we blessed with unparalelled 
health and prosperity, and heaven’s rich abundance 
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pe forth into our store-houses? Is it not to prove 
us, to furnish us with pecuniary means, and to urge us 
to engage with energy in furthering the divine plans? 
The cause of the Jews addresses itself to this society in 
language the most feeling. 

To behold ten millions of the natural descendants of 
Abraham, the friend of God, our common father by faith 
in Christ, groping in almost Egyptian darkness, with- 
out the knowledge of Christ, the true Messiah, and tie 
only way of salvation, deluded with the anxious expec- 
tation of a Saviour speedily to come ; kept in ignorance 
by their Rabbies—denied the reading of the scriptures, 
and from whose ears the sound of the gospel and the 
name of Jesus is effectually shut out—fancying to them- 
selves a Paradise, to be purchased by the observance 
of a traditional law, are considerations calculated to 
excite sensations in the benevolent heart not easily de- 
scribed: while in some parts, where the Bible has 
found its way among them, by means of Bible and Mis- 
sionary Societies, we hear the cries of the partially en- 
lightened, calling to the Christian world in the most pa- 
thetick language, for God’s sake, tosend them the Bi- 
ble. 

To the female part of this society, the cause of the 
Jews must be deeply interesting. The female heart, 
when cultivated by divine grace, seems to be made up 
of tenderness and love; and scripture bears abundant 
testimony how ready females were to administer reliet 
to the suffering Son of God—how ready to console him 
in affliction—how intent to hear his gracious words— 
and what costly sacrifices they were willing to make, 
to testify their gratitude to the benevolent Jesus. They 
were ready to watch with him in his sufferings, they at- 
tended him while expiring on the cross, they were fa- 
voured with the first news of his resurrection; and 
with what angelick eloquence have many of them spoke 
forth the praises of God. But who can reflect on the 
present state of the female Jews, and their hearts not 
bleed for them? The native tenderness of their hearts 
uncultivated by the benign influences of the gospel. 
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their mind filled with darkness, being kept in ignorance 
by their Rabbies ;—and, O! must they be left to peo- 

le the regions of woe? How many thousands of the 
daughters of Israel are there now, who would delight 
to come to the Saviour, and wash, as it were, his feet 
with their tears, and anoint him with precious ointment ? 
But, alas! the name of Jesus of Nazareth, they have 
never heard. And, O! how can they believe in Him, 
of whom they have never heard? And how shall they 
hear without a preacher? We know your means are 
scanty; but your desires and your prayers are not lim- 
ited. The widow’s two mites, rightly bestowed, were 
worth more than the abundance of the rich. But to con- 
clude; Are we not loudly called upon to do something 
to meliorate the condition of the Jews? If we may use 
scripture language, the time to favour Zion, even the 
set time, is come: and if we listen to the words of the 
evangelical prophet, we hear him speaking, in words 
mild as heaven, “Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, 
saith your God. Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem.” 
And for your encouragement, let us remember, it is writ- 
ten, “ There is no diflerence between the Jew and the 
Greek, for the same Lord over all, is rick unto all that 
call upon him. And, again, for as ye in times past 
have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy 
through their unbelief; even so have they also now not 
believed, that through your mercy, they also may ob- 
tain mercy.—Israel’s Advocate. 


DIVINE POWER OF RELIGION. 


A general prospect of human life presents a scene 
of turbulence, of which the troubled ocean is an em- 
blem. But there is a sweet, a peaceable, a tranquil, 
state of self-possession, whether external circumstances 
are prosperous or adverse, which constitutes the 
most solid happiness,-of which human nature is capa- 
ble. ‘This enjoyment, arising from moderate desires, a 
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regulated imagination, lively hopes, and full confidence 
in the Deity, is that chief good which philosophers have 
vainly sought in the schools, by the strongest efforts of 
an assisted reason. What then can point it out, if rea- 
son, improved by science, to the highest degree, has not 
been able to find it? The answer is obvious. ‘The re- 
ligion of Jesus Christ offers to its sincere votaries, the 
peace of God, which passeth all understanding ; a kind and 
degree of epee which no language can clearly ex- 
press, which the understanding cannot adequately con- 
ceive, though the heart can fee/ it with the most delight- 
ful experience. 

“The peace of God, (says the world,) what is it °” 
They know it not. Many have no conception of hap- 
piness, independent of external circumstances; the 
toys of childhood, protracted to age. They do not 
search for it in ¢hemselves, but in the eyes of the world. 
All their enjoyments must be violent, sensual, or at least 
ostentatious. Admire them, talk of them, flatter them; 
let the diurnal papers exhibit their names in capitals, 
and fashion crowd to their door; let the equipages be 
splendid, and their mansions magnificent, their egress 
and regress recorded in the daily histories, or they 
sicken in the midst of health; they pine in the midst 
ofabundance; the rose on their bosom loses its fra- 
grance; the honey on their palates, its flavour. To 
be celebrated, even for folly, even for vice, is to them an 
enviable notariety ; to be unnoticed, in publick circles, 
inthe midst of every real blessing and solid comfort 
at home, infuses a bitter into all those sweets, which 
God, in his bounty, has lavished. 

But the felicity, arising from the peace of God, is 
neither the tumultuous exstacy of the fanatick, nor the 
noisy merriment of the prodigal. It seeks no plaudits, 
it makes no parade. It blazes not out like the sudden 
eruptions of a volcano, but burns, like the vestal fire, 
clear and constant, with a warmth that invigorates with- 
out scorching, with a light that illuminates without daz- 
zling the visual faculty. 
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Thus desirable, how is the peace of God to be ob- 
tained ? [tis an important question. Let us enter on 
the research. If we enter on it with dispositions truly 
humble and sincere, there is little doubt but we shall 
experience the truth of that comfortable declaration: 
“ Ask, and it shall be given; seek, and ye shall find.” 

What said the wisdom of pagan antiquity on the 
means of securing peace or tranquillity ? Much that was 
plausible; little to the purpose. 

It was the advice of an ancient philosopher: “sub. 
ject yourself to reason, and you shall be reduced to no 
other subjection.” Experience, however, has evinced, 
that human reason, under a variety of circumstances, 
is too weak and fallible to be depended upon for the 
full security of human happiness. What we vainly at- 
tribute to reason, may, with justice, be ascribed to re- 
ligion. : 

Religion, duly understood, and duly attended to, is 
capable of giving much of that freedom from passion 
and perturbation, to which philosophy in vain pretend- 
ed. Not that [mean to arrogate too much, or claim 
more than truth or experience will allow, even in favour 
of religion. While man preserves the nature which God 
gave him, he must continue subject to the transient im- 
pulse of those sensations from external objects, which 
excite passion and disturb repose. All | contend for, 
is, that religion, vital religion, the religion of the heart, 
is the most powerful auxiliary of reason in waging wat 
with the passions, and promoting that sweet composure 
which constitutes the peace of God. Reason may point 
out what is right, but she wants authority—authority in 
the minds of most men to enforce obedience to her com- 
mands. Here religion steps in with majestiek mien, 
and gives the sanction of a law to the dictates of dis- 
cretion. 

I recommend, therefore, to him who wishes to obtain 
the peace of God, a diffidence in human reason, however 
strong by nature, and however improved by study. A 
confidence init leads to that pride which God resvsteth. 
But I mean this deffidence to be chiefly confined to the 
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operations of reason in religious disquisitions. Things 
deve reason are not to be rejected as contrary to rea- 
gon, but to be received with a reverential awe and a 
devout submission of the understanding to the God who 
gave it. He then who wishes to tranquilize his bosom 
must have recourse to more powerful medicines than 
those of an empirical philosophy. Philosophy has 
been tried from the earliest ages to the present hour 
with little success. Philosophy is cold and inactive; 
she may influence and direct the understanding, but 
she eannot warm the affections with the love of God 
and virtue. Sentiment is necessary to impel the heart 
to guide and regulate even the virtuous passions; and 
no sentiment is so efficacious for this purpose as the de- 
votional. The word of God, as the strong language of 
scripture expresses it, is quick and powertul, and sharp- 
er than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the di- 
viding asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and 
marrow; and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents 
of the heart. From the shallow streams of philoso- 
phy we must hasten to the living fountain of the Chris- 


tian religion. It is the influence of God on the heart of 


man, the divine operation of the Holy Spirit on the 
spirit of human creatures, which alone can bestow a per- 
manent tranquillity; that peace of God which passeth 
all understanding; that peace which no human elo- 
quence can clearly explain; which no human sagacity 
can, by its own unassisted efforis, procure; but which 
the devout heart of the believer feels, with joy and grat- 
itude. 

This is the polar influence which can alone fix the 
tremulous needle, and point it directly to Heaven, 
streaming into the heart of man an emanation of Divin- 
ity. 
Let us then take a view of the truits of the spirit, as 
they are beautifully described by the Apostle: “The 
fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, long suffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness.” These lovely 
virtues have a natural tendency to produce equanimity, 
self-possession, a serene, placid, delightful frame of 
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mind, such as the sages of old conceived, but could 
not either procure or communicate. These make an 
earth a heaven, and render it evident, beyond a doubt, 
that the true Christian, after all the boasts of the gay 
voluptuary, is the real man of pleasure. 

The worldly man of pleasure, is, indeed, for the most 

art. a man of pleasure only in name. His pains, upon 

the whole, greatly outweigh his pleasures; or his in- 
sensibilty, contracted by excess, leaves him, inthe midst 
of all that luxury can spread before him, in a state very 
remote from the enjoyments of the temperate, humble 
and sincere believer. 

it wouid not be right to describe things in a declam- 
atory and rhetorical manner, so as to violate the truth 
o! representation for the sake of maintaining even the 
canse of religion. But experience will justify me in 
asserting, that the numerous tribes in the gay and ele- 
vated circles who pursue happiness in dissipation only, 
and never think of God, but to swear, with levity, by 
his name, exhibit many external signs of singular irrita- 
tion and publick misery. They appear to have no 
resources in their own bosom. They depend on pre- 
carious externals, on the will and co-operation of oth- 
ers, for all their pleasures. Change of place is their grand 
remedy for their uneasy sensations. Likea sick man, 
who turns from side to side in hope of that sleep which 
his fever denies, they fly to various scenes of publick 
resort, in the midst of amusements unamused, in the 
midst of pleasures unpleased, and reluctantly return to 
their home, where God has given them a good inher- 
itance. They have used, or rather abused, all their 
comforts. They are glutted with pleasure. Nothing 
has the grace of novelty to recommend it. Behold their 
dissatisfied countenances, and their artificial smiles, to 
hide them at the gay places of publick amusement.— 
Their appetite grows dull, this world affording no new 
joy, and the next never in their thoughts ; they are at 
first the slaves of folly, and at last the victims of des- 
pair. 





- ~~ © wees U6 FSlUC<—CrrrlCt‘(<i‘<C lrSC 


249 


How differentis it with him who has happily been 
tinctured with religion in his early age, and learned to 
seek, as his chief good, “ the peace of God, which pass- 
eth all understanding : r” «Great peace have they that 
love thy law.” I do not affirm that the Christian re- 
ligion pretends, like the arrogant philosophy of the sto- 
icks, to place men out of the reach of evil, or to render 
him insensible of misery. A certain portion of evil and 
misery is to be the lot of every mortal; and wise pur- 
poses are effected by chastisement, when suffered to 
operate in its regular manner, in the. production of 
humility, godly sorrow, repentance, and amendment.— 
But this, Ll say, and am_justified i in the assertion, by the 
scriptures of God, and by the experience of many pious 
believers, there is nothiag which can lessen the evils of 
life so much, or teach aman to bear them with such 
fortitude, as a full dependence on God, and a habit of 
seeking pleasure in. warm, yet cotianel devotion. It 
will ever be found by those who thus seek it faithfully. 

it is not indeed to be doubted, that God, whose prov- 
idence superintends the animal and vegetable world, 
and the inanimate creation, suould watch over the spir- 
itual with peculiar care, and conduct it by his immedi- 
ate influence. A soul, therefore, which, by piety and 
charity, humbly endeavours to obey the revealed will 
of God, and to render itself acceptable to the eye that 
is too pure to behold iniquity without offence, will prob- 
ably be sure of peculiar regard. No evil so great shall 
happen to it; no misfortune so heavy shall befal it, but 
that a way of escape shall be opened, or a supernatu- 

ral power of bearing it afforded. A-ray of sunshine 
will beam upon it from the fountain of spiritual light, 
when the world presents nothing but dark clouds. Like 
the Alpine mountains, the good and devout Christian 
rises above the clouds, and enjoys a glorious sunshine, 
which errmg mortals below him cannot partake. He 
who enjoys the peace of God may be said to resemble 
the Halcyon, whose nest floats on the glossv sea, undis- 
turved by the agitation of the waves, 
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Men deem themselves fortunate in obtaining the pat- 
ronage of a fellow-creature like themselves, elevated by 
the favour of a prince, or by his own industry, above 
the common level. They feel themselves safe under the 
evils of poverty. Yet what is the protection of man, of 
princes and nobles, to the protection of the Lord of 
lords, the King of kings, the Ruler of princes? But 
the pious Christian believes firmly that he enjoys the 
unspeakable advantage. It is a continual feast to him. 
It is a perennial spring of living water. In adversity or 
prosperity, his cmrer Goon; it remains like the mountain 
which cannot be removed. It is the rock of ages on 
which he builds the fair fabrick of his felicity. 

What is there in all the pomp of the world, and the 
enjoyments of luxury, the gratification of passion, com- 
parable to the tranquil delight of a good conscience? It 
is the health of the mind. Tt j is a sweet perfume, that 


diffuses its fragrance over every thing near it, without 
exhausting its store. Unaccompanied with this, the gay 
pleasures of the world are like brilliants to a diseased 
eye, musick to a deaf ear, wine in an ardent fever, or 


dainties in the langour of an ague. 

To lie down on the pillow alter a day spent in tem- 
perance, in beneficence, and piety, how sweet is it ?>— 
How different from the state of him, who reclines, at an 
unnatural hour, with his blood inflamed, his head throb- 
bing with wine and gluttony, his heart aching with ran- 
corous malice, his thoughts totally estranged from him 
who has protected him through the day, and will watch 
over him, ungrateful as he is, in the night season. A 
good conscience is indeed the peace of God. Passions 
lulled to sleep, clear thoughts, cheerful temper, a dis- 
position to be be pleased with every obvious innocent 
object around: these are the effects of a good con- 
science: these are the things that constitute happiness : 
and these condescend to dwell with the poor man, in 
his humble cottage, in the vale of obscurity. In the 
magnificent mansions of the proud and vain, glitter the 
exteriours of happiness, the gilding, the trapping, the 
pride and the pomp; but in the decent habitation of pi- 
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ety, is often found, the downy nest of heavenly peace: 
that solid good, of which the parade of the vain, the 
frivolous and voluptuous, is but a shadowy semblance. 

1 see the crowd traveliing, by choice, on the Sunday, 
(the day of rest, appointed “for man and beast, by the 
benevolent being who made them,) with a speed that 
almost outstrips ‘the wind. Whither are they hasten- 
ing? ‘To the regions of delight, some place of modish 
resort, where the sound of the viol invites, where the 
song and the dance, and the festive board pronounce 
pleasure without alloy. Join the train awhile, and mark 
the event. The variety of objects dissipates care fora 
short time; but weakness soon ensues, and satiety con- 


verts the promised pleasure to indifference, at least, if 


not to pain. And now they return to their home, the 
seat of plenty, with countenances, that by no means ex- 
press satisfaction at what is just past; that satisfaction 
which might have been expected, considering the prep- 
aration, the expense, the haste, and the eagerness 


which appeared inthe commencement and progress of 


the fashionable excursions. Piety, charity. domestick 
comfort, have all been sacrificed to the shrine of fash- 
ton, and the fickle unfeeling Deity has bestowed noth- 
ing in return, but weariness, langour, and a total disrel- 
ish of the pleasures of simplicity, the sweets of inno- 
cence, the feast of benevolence, and the enlivening ar- 
dour of devotion. 

To contrast the scene, | picture a regular, respecta- 
ble, religious family ; spending their time, after the per- 
formance of their social, publick, or professional du- 
tics, around the fireside, i in peace and love. Every 
countenance is illuminated with cheerfulness. No te- 
dium; no exhausted spirits; no pale ghastly visages 
from the vigils of the card-table ; uo envious feelings; 
no jealousy nor rage at the sight of superiour splen- 
dour: pleased with a w ell-spent day, they fall on their 
knees before they retire to repose, and thank the giver 
of all comfort for the mercies already received ; and 
pray, with humble confidence, for protection in the 
night, and continuance ofmercy during the rem: under 
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of life. Cheerful and refreshed, they rise inthe morn- 
ing, and go forth to the labours of life, chanting the 
carols of pious gratitude. Here is enjoyment of exist- 
ence; this is life, indeed, with a perpetual relish—not 
attended with the tumultuary ardours of a fever, but the 
gentle, pieasant warmth of sound health. 

You, therefore, who blessed by providence with pro- 
fusions of wealth, are enabled to make pleasure your 
constant pursuit, try the experiment whether pleasure of 
the purest kind is not to be drawn from the fountains of 
piety and divine love. Amusements and _ pleasures, 
commonly so called, are not to be rigidly renounced. 
They are not only allowable, but desirable and usetul, 
solacing poor human nature in its sorrows, and promot- 
ing by temporary relaxation, the energies of virtue. 
But surely, it is possible to retain religious principles 
inviolate, and to be uniformly actuated by religious 
sentiments in a life occasionally diversified by cheer- 
ful, moderate, and innocent amusements. Only keep 
your heart with all diligence ;” let your imagination be 
pleased ; your thoughts occasionally diverted; but let 
your heart be unseduced from the love of bim who first 
loved you. Let your affections still point like the nee- 
dle to the north, wherever the vessel is blown by the 
winds, cowards God. Your hands may be employed 
in the avocations of social life and civil society. But 
let your heart be at leisure for the things which belong 
to your peace, which will render your life cheerful, and 
your death as little painful as the struggles of nature 
will admit. 

It is never improper to caution the Christian who 
seeks the peace of God against such a degree of im- 
passioned religion, as tends by its violence, to destroy 
all true devotion, or to abbreviate its continuance.— 
There certainly are religious persons who through the 
disorder of their imaginations and weakness of judg- 
ment, seem not to enjoy that tranquillity or peace of 
God which religion is calculated to produce. 

Gentleness and moderation contribute to the increase, 
as well as duration of our most refined enjoyments. 









vive see nothing of extreme rigour, nothing of unnatural 
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austerity, nothing of intemperate ardour in the devo- 
tion of our Saviour, or his disciples; so that they seem 
no less repugnant to the gospel, than to reason and phi- 
losophy. 

Nothing violently passionate is durable ; no, not even 
the extacies of religion. Violent passion is like a flood 
alter greal rains. However, it may rush in torrents for 
a day, it will exhaust itself and dwindle to the shallow 
stream, scarcely creeping within the banks of its natu- 
ral channel. 

The passions are the chief destroyers of our grace ; 
the storms, the tempests of the moral world. ‘To ex- 
tirpate them is impossible. But to regulate them by 
habitual care is not so difficult, and is certainly worth 
all our attention. Many men do evidently acquire a 
wonderful command of their passions, in the presence 
of their superiours, or when their temporal interest is 
concerned. And shall we not attempt it in the pres- 
ence of God, dwelling in us, and for an everiasting in- 
terest ? 

The task is facilitated by the grace of God, which 
certainly co-operates with man in every virtuous en- 
deavour, ‘To Jesus Christ let us then have recourse ; 
He who said to the sea, * be still,” will calm our pas- 
sions as he smoothed the waves. Peace, was the leg- 
acy which he left to his followers. Hear his blessed 
and soothing words: “Peace | leave with you; my 
peace | give unto you; not as the world giveth give | 
unto you.” “The work of righteousness,” says Isaiah, 
“is peace; and the effect of righteousness, quietness 
and assurance forever.” “ Grace and peace be multi- 
plied unto you,” says St. Peter, “through the know- 
ledge of God and of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Not as 
the world giveth, (says our Savour,) give I peace.” 
The world ‘speaks peace, when there is no peace. Dis- 
sipation, variety of worldly business, worldly cares, 
worldly company, riot, noise, intemperance, produce a 
tumult which banishes reflection, but cannot cause se- 
renity, self-possession and composure. The sick man 


I TS IC NT I a 































































eat ‘3 :-- ee 
we ET —_ . - — ~ _ 
i . os a 














rhe 
Pees ne ne ee oe ee 




















Sa aad in PAS 
SI es 
there PR ERS aes 





























954 


who has recourse to opium and strong drink to lull his 
malady in a deceitful oblivion, increases his pain and 
his danger. 

The Christian seeks peace, by seeking pardon of God 
by repentance. “ Acquaint thyself with God and be 
at peace.” He seeks peace, by keeping a watch on 
those great destroyers of it, his passions. On these tu- 
multuous waves he pours the oil of Christian love, and 
they are calm. Thns he lives, at peace with himself, 
at peace with his neighbour, and at peace with his 
God. ‘Thus he lives—and when he quits this earthly 

scene, (like a river whose banks are flowery, and whose 
waters limpid and smooth,) he glides unruffled into the 
ocean of eternity. 

Go, then, gentle spirit, to the realms of peace, and 
enjoy the peace of God; in the bosom of thy father 
and our father. Very pleasant hast thou been unto us 
during the time of thy sojourning here. Dove-like 
were thy manners; for the spirit which descended like 
a dove, inspired thee with every amiable disposition, 
and above all, with the love of peace, national and pub- 
lick, as well as internal. And “blessed are the peace 

makers,” theirs shall be the peace of God which pass- 
eth all understanding, in the kingdom of heaven. 

In the kingdoms of the earth, indeed, there is seldom 
any lasting peace. What Christians but must drop a 
tear over the fertile realms of christendom crimsoned 
with human blood; shed at the instigation of the spirit 
of Apollyon, or the Destroyer, taking his abode in 
hearts which have rejected the Holy Ghost, the spirit of 
love, the God of peace! May the rulers of the world 
receive the spirit of Christ, and heal the wounds of the 
people. So shall they experience in the hour of their 
own distress, the peace of God which passeth all un- 
derstanding, and their crowns shall be immortal.— 


Knox's Christian Ph tlosophy. 
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« Peace I leave with you; my peace lI give unto you; 
not as the world giveth, give I unto you. 


heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid —John xiv. 
a7.” 
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The world’s Redeemer, ere he did ascend, 
And leave the abode of sorrow and mankind ; 
Or ere he left his mourning friends, to grieve 
In sadness, that so soon he must them leave— 
In language powerful, with divine address, 

In accents, which none human can express, 
Bequeath’d the peace of God, without alloy. 
The certain antepast of heavealy joy. 

But hark! O hear the consolating voice, 

And in the sentence may thy soul rejoice : 
My friends, lwillnotleave you comfortless. 
Nor yet forsake you in your keen distress. 
Because | live, your life shall knowno end ; 
‘The Comforter shall all your steps attend : 
My peace I leave with you, my peace | give ; 
Let not your hearts be troubled, but receive 
The gift divine—nor breathe one fear or sigh, 
Bat prove your love, and on my power rely. 
What power, but an Almighty, could sustain 
Them in the bour of agonizing pain? 

To love their friend, to love all that was dear. 
And be expos’d to want—and every fear 

To stand as marks of obloquy and scorn, 
When their Evernal Counsellor was gone. 


This was too much—nor could their power subduc- 


The fears that rose at such a dreadful view - 
Divested, then, of his assumed clay, 

He appears to them in form of Deity. 
Compassionates, and mitigates their wo ; 
Consoles, and comforts them, while here below. 
A God expostulates, a God persuades, 


A God through all their darkened mind pervades ; 


And now, with one accord, they all appear— 
A heavenly sound arrests ther listening ear ; 
A sound, as of a rushing mighty wind, 
Awakes their faith and fortifies their mind : 
Soon were they filled with the Holy Ghost, 


And in his sacred inspiration, all thetr sorrows lost. 


So may my soul, absorb’d in love divine, 
Forget the numerous ills of fleeting time : 


Let not your 
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Descend, celestial spirit, guide, protect, 
Thine earthly charge, and all her thoughts direct. 
Till landed on thy blissful happy shore, 
Her sighs shall rise, her tears shall flow no more. 
Editor 


THE FEMALE CONVICT TO HER INFANT. 


O sleep not, my babe, for the morn of to-morrow 
Shall soothe me to slumber more tranquil than thine ; 

The dark grave shall shield me from shamé and from sorrow, 
Though the deeds and the doom of the guilty are mine. 


Not long shall the arm of affection unfold thee ; 
Not long shalt thou hang on thy fond mother’s breast - 
And who, with the eye of delight, shall beheld thee, 
And watch thee, and guard thee, when I am at rest ? 


And yet it doth grieve me to wake thee, my dearest. 
The pangs of thy desolate mother to see ; 

Thou wilt weep when the clank of my cold ¢hain thou heares: 
And none but the guilty should mourn over me. 


And yet I must wake thee—for while thou art weeping, 
To calm thee, I stifle my tears for a while ; 

But thou smil’st in thy dreams, while thou placidly sleeping 
And Oh! how it wounds me to gaze on thy smile. 


Alas! my sweet babe, with what pride had I pressed thee, 
To the bosom that now throbs with terror and shame: 
If the pure tie of virtuous affection had blest thee, 
And hail‘d thee the heir of thy father’s high name ” 


But now—with remorse that avails not—I mourn thee 
Forsaken, and friendless, as soon thou wilt he, 

In a world, if it cannot betray, that will scorn thee, 
Avenging the guilt of thy mother on thee. 


And when the dark thought of my fate shall awaken 
The deep blush of shame on thy innocent cheek, 

When by all, but the God of the orphan, forsaken, 
A home, and a father, in vain thou shalt seeR. 


I know that the base world will seek to deceive thee, 
With falsehood, like that which thy mother beguil’d : 
Deserted and helpless—to whom can I leave thee ? 


Oh God of the fatherless ! pity my child. 
Liverpool Mercury 





